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Cover Picture

SteveS guiding SteveG over the rocks on Martinl raiMingus Mountain. You can tell by
the surroundings that Mingus is a beautiful lusie$ted area

Meeting Minutes

Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Membesent were: Sean and Lynette Murphy,
Charlie and Becky Babcock, Steve Graham, Nick Sedotan Griffin, and Matt Parkes, the
guest present was Anthony.

Old Business- Ed reported that the club bank adoeas at $4102.28. Steve Graham gave a
report on Mingus Mountain. If you are interestedjoing next year, put your vote in as to
what weekend you want to be in the tall pines. I&rRock was the trail that was run.
New Business- October 13 — 15, 2007 we will be mgpthe Log Corral trail and camping
by the lake for a few days. John Griffin discusezl“Squeeze” in Sycamore Canyon.
Future Runs-

Matt is having a Backyard Run on October 20, 200fis will be a bachelor type potluck
and BBQ.

November/December Meeting will be combined dueharnksgiving and Christmas. The
date will be selected next month when the Presigaihiere.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

ED: If the newsletter editor runs the meeting gitsng to be short.

Calendar of Events

October 13-15 — Log Corral run and or campout Cakirlie @ 480-231-4565
October 20 — Matt’s backyard boulder party call M@t 480-888-9581
October 24 — Meeting at 7pm location TC Luigi’s

November ? — club run

November 28 — Meeting at 7pm location TC Luigi’s

Trip Report

6th Annual Mingus Mountain Campout

September 7-9, 2007

Attendees;

Linda and Steve Graham; Scout Il & Venturcraft RgpTent Trailer
Anthony; Jeep TJ
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Nick Sesma and daughter; Toyota truck

Don Munzer, kids, and girlfriend (sorry Don! | faigher name); 2WD Ford truck (a car with
big trunk)

Jerome Gill and kids; GMC Denali

Stephen Smith; Jeep TJ

Steve and | were the first to arrive at the caitgpand had just finished setting up
camp when Anthony arrived in his new (new to hieg@ TJ. A little later Steve Smith
showed up after securing his deluxe 3-star campsien in Prescott Valley. Jerome and hig
family made it up just after dark. Nick and Don @uap Saturday morning.

The Playground Group site on Mingus Mountain ggeat place for a large camping
party. This year was no exception. The site waancknd the outhouse didn't smell. The
weather was about the best you could ask for.i'thdant to leave. Nothing really much
happened in camp, except we had a couple of realé/campfires with the wood Anthony
and Jerome brought with them.

For the first time since the club started the Mimd/lountain campout we actually did
a little 4-wheeling. Stephen Smith led us on thaddis Mountain section of the Great
Western Trail (aka Smiley Rock and Martin Canyowhen we did this trail 6 years ago you
had to rely on little GWT markers to find your wahis time, the trail was very well
established making it easy to find our way. Wethantrail down the mountain. On our way
out we ran into a group of about 20 4x4s making tlvay up the trail. We were in an place
where it was easy to get out of the way and lentpass. After that we had the trail to
ourselves. Going down the mountain is easier goang up. | would rate the trail going
down at 3.0. The trail was dry. It would be moreaathallenge if it was wet. Everybody took
tons of pictures of the trail and | am sure mogheim will be posted on the AZLR4AWDC
website pretty soon. For the most part the trag waeventful. Anthony put a small dent in
his TJ's front bumper. Jerome banged up his Denasiome of the larger boulders on the
trail. When we got to the end of the trail we optedthe 18-mile slow dirt road back to
Jerome. There is another way out of there goingd,vee$ none of us knew the directions.

On the way back, Jerome shot off like a speedinigtback to the camp, while the
rest of the group took in the scenery at a slovaeepSaturday night we had a roaring fire
that kept us all up pretty late. Sunday morning €aoo soon.

For the trip home we recommended taking GenerablCs Trail (260) and then south
on 87 through Payson to avoid the usual I-17 ta#ims. We took that route back and only
got hung up in Payson at a couple of stop lighteyTwere having lawn tractor races at the
local rodeo ground.

Fuel mileage report: Steve reports he got 18.§ gging up to Mingus Mountain
with a loaded Scout and towing the trailer. TheuBgwt 29.2 mpg on the way home which
included some time in 3rd gear on the governor évaden throttle) going up some of
mountain grades on the Beeline. Average fuel gdeaas 23.9 mpg for the trip.

FYI: | found out we can now reserve the Playg@roup Site up to a year in
advance. | would suggest that we pick a date fat year pretty soon. It's a very popular
spot.

Linda Graham
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Items of Interest

Remember the club meeting is the last Wednesdayerly month, 7:00pm at TC Luigi’s,
1805 E Elliot Rd, southeast corner of Elliot and@®Hatock in Tempe.

October runs

The editor is leading a run on the Log Corral thaom SR87 to the east side of Bartlett Lake
We're meeting at 8:30am on Saturday Octobd} T8ive past the Four Peaks turn and then
up and over the ridge. At the bottom of the hiluyaill see a sign for Mesquite Wash (it's the
first bridge at the bottom) Mile Marker 212 andrtleft just after crossing the bridge over
the wash. Cross the south-bound lanes and follevditth road on the West side of 87 down
into the trees. For those that want to this can be a one dayifriteve Smith goes he’ll
make it a day trip. The Babcock’s and Murphy’s @aeping out at the lake Saturday and
Sunday night, driving out on Monday October 158veryone’s welcome to join us camping
or just come for a day run. It's a challengingltaad a lot of different wheeling, rocks,
canyons, sand, brush, and the works. The worstisgbiown below, so let that be your guidg
in whether your vehicle will make it or not. It®t for stock vehicles and modified rigs
might still need a tug to get through. Call Chadiet80-231-4565 if you're going to go.

Sean Murphy taking an alternate line catching a little air.

Matt is hosting a boulder crawling party in his kgard on October 20th, everyone is
welcome and you can get there in any vehicle.olf gring a wheeler you can try out his
rock garden. He’s got lines through to challengels4wd rigs or the biggest rock buggies.
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So come to watch or try it out. It should be bdaliveather to hang out outside. For
directions call Matt @ 480-888-9581. If | can gt directions I'll send them out by email.

Land Use Issues

Here’s an email | got from the Pirate board indidd case that you don’t frequent that page.
Hey, azk5,

As you know, | rarely send emails to all of yowowever this is of extreme
importance!

U.S. Forest Service Land Use Restrictions Imminent

Did you know that our access to the entire Unf¢ates Forest from coast to coast is
in jeopardy?!?!?!
We are at DEFCON FIVE with the environmentalistd #re U.S. Forest Service!

Now is the time to act!!!

| am very proud of the readers of Pirate4x4.caelyaOur Land Use forums have
doubled in traffic over the past couple of months tb the outrageousness of what is going
on out there. If you haven't been to our Land Wsearhs lately, | challenge you to take a
look. | guarantee you will get pissed off! Wheralsthe Draft Plan the Forest Service put
out for travel management on the Eldorado Natiéioaést (where | happen to live, and
where the world famous Rubicon Trail is) that whaes liast straw for me. | got pissed off and
decided to do something about it.

And it isn't just the Eldorado National Forestadel management planning is going
on in everyone's backyard whether it's Forest Seror BLM. Anti-access extremists are out
in force pressing for closures everywhere. Teliccthreatened by an anti-access lawsuit.
Moab access is threatened by overzealous BLM phgniVilderness bills are rampant in
Congress. Road less area management is still pestied in the courts. Even the little
recreation that there is available in our Parldilsunder attack. Check out the fight in
Yellowstone.

It really is time to put up or shut up. | threeveh the challenge last month to donate
in the forums, and we were able to raise aboutd&Bfor BRC. While that is fantastic, | think
we can do a lot better. Remember, without folke tike BLUERIBBON COALITION
fighting for our rights to use public land, we migis well take up basket weaving. Join the
Blue Ribbon Coalition and donate to the BRC Legaid: The beauty of BRC is they
combine all the user groups into one big fistuc&t$500 of my own money in the fight and
you need to do what you can. If it's $20 or $5@00;thing helps!!

While you are at it, get busy with your locallzliocal involvement is where BRC
does some of its best work. If you don't belong ®ub, get off your butt and join one. You
really CAN make a difference!

You can join BRC and donate to BRC Legal Fundnenit a secure web location, sef]
up just for Pirate4x4 dittp://join.sharetrails.orglt only took me just a couple of minutes. If
you aren't comfortable with that, then call themi-&®00-BlueRib. If you can't afford to do
both, at least join BRC now and donate when youadtord it.

The members of Pirate4x4 can and will make a ffee!

Lance Clifford
Pirate4x4.com
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Editors Stuff

Scott Nixon’s done an excellent job of putting prets up from our previous runs. Check out
the webpage atitp://www.azlorangers.org/images/index.htm

Things you need but didn’t know it

Free for the taking:

* Non-tilt steering column from a 1980 J20. It Hhe ignition key and GM-style wiring. The
steering wheel is pretty generic. It doesn't s@gfJ or AMG so it won't be embarrassing to
put in any vehicle.

* A flywheel for an AMC 360 engine. Weld some legsit to make a nice little patio or
accent table. Just kidding! It's in good shapel Sve or Linda Graham @ 480-834-1171

Quote

Eccentricity is not, as dull people would have abdve, a form of madness. It is often a king
of innocent pride, and the man of genius and tlstcarat are frequently regarded as
eccentrics because genius and aristocrat are lgntimafraid of and uninfluenced by the
opinions and vagaries of the crowd.

Edith Sitwell
Created by Charlie Babcock




